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In this week’s parsha, Yaakov negotiates for some kind of payment for the many years that he 

worked for Lavan (Gen 30:25-43, 31:1-12). Yaakov suggests that he keep all the  speckled 

goats, while Lavan would get to keep the plain ones.  Yaakov then took several wooden rods 

from which he peeled the bark, and left these now speckled rods in front of a water 

trough.   The female goats stared at the rods while they are drinking and mating, and this in 

turn caused them to give birth to speckled kids, all of which Yaakov got to keep.

בראשית 40:30–31

ר׃ אנְ֖� אֶשְׁמֹֽ ֹֽ ה אָשׁ֛וּבָה אֶרְעֶ֥ה צ ר הַזֶּ֔ עֲשֶׂה־לִּי֙ הַדָּבָ֣ י מְא֔וּמָה אִם־תַּֽ אמֶר יַעֲקֹב֙ לאֹ־תִתֶּן־לִ֣ ֹ֤ ה אֶתֶּן־לָ֑� וַיּ אמֶר מָ֣ ֹ֖ וַיּ

י׃ ים וְהָיָה֖ שְׂכָרִֽ ד בָּעִזִּ֑ ים וְטָל֥וּא וְנָקֹ֖ ד וְטָל֗וּא וְכל־שֶׂה־חוּם֙ בַּכְּשָׂבִ֔ ה ׀ נָקֹ֣ ם כל־שֶׂ֣ ר מִשָּׁ֜ אנְ֜� הַיּ֗וֹם הָסֵ֨ ֹֽ ר בְּל־צ עֱבֹ֨ אֶֽ

ים גָּנ֥וּב ים וְחוּם֙ בַּכְּשָׂבִ֔ עִזִּ֗ ד וְטָל֜וּא בָּֽ נּוּ֩ נָקֹ֨ ל אֲשֶׁר־אֵינֶ֩ י לְפָנֶ֑י� כֹּ֣ י־תָב֥וֹא עַל־שְׂכָרִ֖ ר כִּֽ י צִדְקָתִי֙ בְּי֣וֹם מָחָ֔ נְתָה־בִּ֤  וְעָֽ
י׃ ה֖וּא אִתִּֽ

�׃ י כִדְבָרֶֽ ן ל֖וּ יְהִ֥ ן הֵ֑ אמֶר לָבָ֖ ֹ֥ וַיּ

…

ר עַל־הַמַּקְלֽוֹת׃ ן אֲשֶׁ֖ ל בָּהֵן֙ פְּצָל֣וֹת לְבָנ֔וֹת מַחְשֹׂף֙ הַלָּבָ֔ ל לִבְנֶ֛ה לַ֖ח וְל֣וּז וְעַרְמ֑וֹן וַיְפַצֵּ֤ ב מַקַּ֥ ח־ל֣וֹ יַעֲקֹ֗ קַּֽ  וַיִּֽ

ן מְנָה בְּבֹאָ֥ אן וַיֵּחַ֖ ֹ֔ כַח הַצּ אן לִשְׁתּוֹת֙ לְנֹ֣ ֹ֤ אןָ הַצּ ֹ֨ יִם אֲשֶׁר֩ תָּב קְת֣וֹת הַמָּ֑ ים בְּשִֽׁ ל בָּרְהָטִ֖ ר פִּצֵּ֔ ג אֶת־הַמַּקְלוֹת֙ אֲשֶׁ֣  וַיַּצֵּ֗
 לִשְׁתּֽוֹת׃

ים׃ ים וּטְלֻאִֽ ים נְקֻדִּ֖ אן עֲקֻדִּ֥ ֹ֔ דְןָ הַצּ אן אֶל־הַמַּקְל֑וֹת וַתֵּלַ֣ ֹ֖  וַיֶּחֱמ֥וּ הַצּ

אן ֹ֥ ם עַל־צ א שָׁתָ֖ ֹ֥ שֶׁת־ל֤וֹ עֲדָרִים֙ לְבַדּ֔וֹ וְל ן וַיָּֽ אן לָבָ֑ ֹ֣ ד וְכל־ח֖וּם בְּצ אן אֶל־עָקֹ֛ ֹ֧ י הַצּ ן פְּנֵ֨ יִּתֵּ֠ יד יַעֲקֹב֒ וַ֠  וְהַכְּשָׂבִים֮ הִפְרִ֣
ן׃  לָבָֽ

And Lavan said, What shall I give thee? And Jacob said, Thou shalt not give me 

anything: if thou wilt do this thing for me, I will again feed and keep thy flock. I 

will pass through all thy flock today, removing from there all the speckled and 

spotted cattle, and all the brown ones among the sheep, and the spotted and speckled 

among the goats: and of such shall be my hire. So shall my righteousness answer for 

me in time to come, when thou shalt come to see my hire before thy face: every one 

that is not speckled and spotted among the goats, and brown among the sheep, that 

shall be counted stolen with me. And Lavan said, Behold, would it might be 

according to thy word

…

And Jacob took him rods of green poplar, and of the almond and plane tree; and 

peeled white streaks in them, and made the white appear which was in the rods. 

And he set the rods which he had peeled before the flocks in the gutters in the 

watering troughs when the flocks came to drink, that they should conceive when they 

came to drink.  And the flocks conceived before the rods, and brought forth cattle 

streaked, speckled, and spotted.  And Jacob separated the lambs, and set the faces of 

the flocks toward the streaked and all the brown in the flock of Lavan; and he put 

his own flocks by themselves, and put them not to Lavan’s cattle.

WAS JACOB THE F IRST  GENETICIST?  (UM,  NO)

In trying to explain what was happening here, the botanist Yehudah Felix published the 

following guide, showing the likely coloring of the successive generations of Jacob’s breeding 

program.

In the same article, (Techumin 1982: 3, 461-472) Felix suggests that Gregor Mendel (1822-

1884) was not the first to discover the rules of heredity. Instead, he claimed, it was Jacob, as 

described in this week’s parsha.  You can make of this what you will, but there is no doubt 

that this chapter in Genesis is not describing a program to breed speckled goats based on any 

understanding of what today we call Mendelian inheritance. Instead, it describes another way 

to guarantee offspring of a certain color or trait. It was the belief that what a mother sees 

during conception and gestation will affect her offspring, and it is called maternal imprinting 

or psychic maternal impressions, or mental influence, or maternal imagination, or (my 

favorite) maternal fancy. Once you first read about it, maternal imprinting begins to turn up 

in all kinds of places in the Midrash and Talmud, and beyond. Let’s take a look at a few of 

them.

MATERNAL IMPRINTING IN  JEWISH SOURCES

Perhaps the most famous story of maternal imprinting in the Talmud is that of Rabbi 

Yochanan (~180-279 CE) who would regularly sit in front of the mikveh (ritual bath). He 

did this so that women leaving there would see him, and be blessed with sons as handsome 

as he was.

בבא מציעא פד, א

 ר' יוחנן הוה אזיל ויתיב אשערי טבילה אמר כי סלקן בנות ישראל מטבילת מצוה לפגעו בי כי היכי דלהוו להו

בני שפירי כוותי גמירי אורייתא כוותי

Rabbi Yochanan would go and sit by the entrance to the ritual bath. He said to 

himself: When Jewish women come up from their immersion [after their 

menstruation,] they should see me first so that they have beautiful children like 

me, and sons learned in Torah like me. 

Elswhere, Rabbi Akiva used maternal imprinting to save a king from a rather embarrassing 

situation:

מדרש תנחומא נשה, ז

 מַעֲשֶׂה בְּמֶלֶ� הָעַרְבִים שֶׁשָּׁאַל אֶת רַבִּי עֲקִיבָא, אֲנִי כּוּשִׁי וְאִשְׁתִּי כּוּשִׁית וְיָלְדָה לִי בֵּן לָבָן, הוֹרְגָהּ אֲנִי, שֶׁזָּנְתָה

 תַּחְתַּי. אָמַר לוֹ: צוּרוֹת בֵּיתְ� שְׁחֹרוֹת אוֹ לְבָנוֹת. אָמַר לוֹ: לְבָנוֹת. אָמַר לוֹ: כְּשֶׁהָיִיתָ עוֹסֵק עִמָּהּ, עֵינֶיהָ נָתְנָה

 בְּצוּרוֹת לְבָנוֹת וְיָלְדָה כַּיּוֹצֵא בָּהֶם. וְאִם תָּמֵהַּ אַתָּה בַּדָּבָר, לְמַד מִן צאֹנוֹ שֶׁל יַעֲקֹב, שֶׁמִּן הַמַּקְלוֹת הָיוּ מִתְיַחֲמוֹת,

שֶׁנֶּאֱמַר: וְיִחֲמוּ הַצּאֹן אֶל הַמַּקְלוֹת (בראשית ל, לט). וְהוֹדָה מֶלֶ� הָעַרְבִים וְשִׁבַּח לְרַבִּי עֲקִיבָא

A king of Arabia once asked Rabbi Akiva, “I am black and my wife is black, yet she 

gave birth to a white child. Shall I have her executed for infidelity?” Rabbi Akiva 

responded by inquiring if the statues in his house where white or black. He said to 

Rabbi Akiva that they were white.  Rabbi Akiva explained to the king that during 

conception his wife's eyes were fixed on the white statues and so she bore a white 

child...the king agreed and praised Rabbi Akiva 

And in this sad story, Jewish children were the object upon which Roman men would gaze 

in order to produce handsome offspring.

גיטין נח, א

 מֵעִיקָּרָא, חֲשִׁיבִי דְרוֹמָאֵי הֲווֹ נָקְטִי בִּלְיוֹנָא דְגוּשְׁפַּנְקָא, וּמְשַׁמְּשִׁי עַרְסַיְיהוּ; מִכָּאן וְאֵילָ�, מַיְיתוּ בְּנֵי יִשְׂרָאֵל

וְאָסְרִי בְּכַרְעֵי דְּפוּרַיְיהוּ, וּמְשַׁמְּשִׁי

Initially the noblemen of Rome would keep an image imprinted on a seal by their 

beds and engage in sexual intercourse opposite that image, so that they would beget 

children of similar beauty. From this point forward, from the time of the Great 

Revolt, they would bring Jewish children, tie them to the foot of their beds, and 

engage in sexual intercourse across from them, because they were so handsome.

According to Rashi, these seals had images of beautiful people on them, and the hope was 

that the mother would become pregnant while looking at them:

בליוני דגושפנקי - צורות נאות שבחותמיהן כדי שתתעברנה כנגדן

All this is rather, strange, but not to a person who believed in maternal imprinting. Now of 

course neither you nor I believe in such things, but pretty much everyone in the ancient and 

pre-modern world did. Including Jacob.  

Let’s take a deeper look at the topic. It involves a red cow.

HOW TO MAKE A  RED HEIFER

The Parah Adumah, the red heifer, was used 

in several ceremonies in the Temple. It was, 

however, a rare animal. In the Talmud 

(Avodah Zarah 24a) there is a detailed 

discussion as to whether a red heifer born 

to an idol-worshipper could be used. The 

concern was that the heifer, or one of its 

ancestors, might have been used by the 

idol-worshipper for beastiality. Should this have happened, it was forbidden to use the red 

heifer as a sacrifice. The Talmud relates that in fact an idol-worshipper called Daba ben 

Natina had sold a red heifer to his Jewish neighbors. To insure that the heifer's mother had 

not been the object of beastiality, the pregnant cow had been watched "משעה שנוצרה" – from 

the moment it was impregnated. Then comes an obvious question: how could anyone be 

sure that the cow was indeed pregnant with a red calf which would warrant safeguarding her? 

Perhaps the calf  would be born another color? 

Here is the answer: "כוס אדום מעבירין לפניה בשעה שעולה עליה זכר" -"while the mother was 

copulating, the farmer would show her a red cup." That would insure that she would give 

birth to a little red calf that would grow into a bigger red heifer. 

The history of the belief in maternal impressions is one of great

antiquity...it is also one of practically world-wide distribution. [It can be

found in] such far apart lands as India, China, South America, Western

Asia and East Africa..the Esquimaux, the Loango negros, and the old

Japanese.

“

— John William Ballantyne. Teratogenesis: an Inquiry into the Causes of

Monstrosities. Edinburgh, Oliver & Boyd 1897. 24

The earliest mention of maternal imprinting is the story in this week’s parsha of Yaakov and 

his division of the goats he watched for his uncle Lavan (Gen 30:25-43, 31:1-12).  Yaakov 

took several wooden rods from which he peeled the bark, and left these now speckled rods in 

front of a water trough.   The female goats stared at the rods while they are drinking and 

mating, and this in turn caused them to give birth to speckled kids, all of which Yaakov got 

to keep. That's how maternal imprinting works.  

MATERNAL IMPRINTING IN  GREEK THOUGHT,  AND BEYOND

In 1998 Professors Wendy Doniger and Gregory Spinner published perhaps the most 

comprehensive review of imprinting, in a paper titled Misconceptions: Female Imaginations 

and Male Fantasies in Parental Imprinting. They noted Empedocles, who lived in the fifth 

century BCE, wrote that 

the fetuses are shaped by the imagination of the women around the time of 

conception. For often women have fallen in love with statues of men, and with 

images, and have produced offspring which resemble them.

Soranus of Ephesus, another Greek physician who lived in Rome and Alexandria (and who 

was a contemporary of Rabbi Yochanan) firmly believed in imprinting, both for animal 

husbandry and in humans:

Some women, seeing monkeys during intercourse, have borne children resembling 

monkeys. The tyrant of the Cyprians, who was misshapen, compelled his wife to look 

at beautiful statues during intercourse and became the father of well-shaped 

children; and horse-breeders, during covering, place noble horses in front of the 

mares.

Let's jump forward a millennium.   In 1282 it was reported that an infant was born with 

hair and claws like a bear. The Pope at the time "straightway ordered the destruction of all 

pictures of bears in Rome." This story is from John Ballantyne, a Scottish physician who in 

1897 published Teratogenesis: an Inquiry into the Causes of Monstrosities. According to 

Ballantyne, in the seventeenth century, the belief in maternal impressions "reigned 

supreme."  Here is another example of the kind of thing it led to:

And then things get even weirder:

In 1726 the matter of maternal impressions was brought still more prominently 

before the profession and the public in England in connexion [sic] with the 

notorious case of an "Extraordinary Delivery of Rabbets" which was alleged to have 

occurred in the case of Maria Tofts of Godlyman in Surrey; she had a great longing 

for 'Rabbets"in early pregnancy.

PREGNANCY AND THE FETUS

Maternal imprinting is a rather extreme form of what we all know to be true; that what 

happens to a pregnant mother affects the fetus she is carrying. Here are two of the countless 

examples of this.  If a mother drinks enough alcohol while pregnant, the fetus will be born 

with Fetal Alcohol Syndrome. This syndrome includes facial abnormalities, growth delays, 

abnormal development of organs, and reduced immunity.  If a mother is infected with 

measles (rubella) early in pregnancy, the baby will likely be born with congenital rubella 

syndrome, which includes cataracts, congenital heart disease and brain damage.  But these 

examples do not imply that a woman who eats eggs will have children with large eyes or that 

a woman who eats an esrog will have fragrant children, as the Talmud (Ketuvot 60b) 

declares. Some things a pregnant mother does will have a huge effect on the fetus she 

carries. Some won't have any affect at all.  

John Ballantyne, the Scottish physician concluded his book noting, as we have, that of 

course there are some things a mother does that will affect fetal outcome. "To this extent" he 

wrote, "I believe in the old doctrine of maternal impressions; this is, I think, one grain of 

truth in an immense mass of fiction and accidental coincidence."

IT 'S  NOT THE RED CUP AFTER ALL

Let’s return to the red heifer. It would seem that all 

you needed to produce a Parah Adumah was to 

place a red cup next to the mating cattle.  So why 

didn't every farmer use the red cup protocol to breed 

a red heifer? After all, these animals commanded fantastic prices because of their rarity. The 

answer offered by the Talmud is that the red cup protocol only worked with a herd of cattle 

that were known (במוחזקת) to produce red heifers.  Without that breeding history, the red 

cup protocol was useless. So this really wasn't about the red cup. It was about the genes, and 

that's the kind of parental imprinting that really does work.

A surprising large number of people, in different cultures and over many

centuries, have believed that a woman who imagines or sees someone other

than her sexual partner at the moment of conception may imprint that

image upon her child- thus predetermining its appearance, character or

both.

“

— Doniger W. Spinner G. Female Imaginations and Male Fantasies in Parental

Imprinting. Daedalus 127 (1), No. 1, Science in Culture (Winter, 1998). 97-129

אַחֵינוּ כָּל בֵּית יִשְׂרָאֵל

הַנְּתוּנִים בַּצָּרָה וּבַשִּׁבְיָה

הָעוֹמְדִים בֵּין בַּיָּם וּבֵין בַּיַּבָּשָׁה

הַמָּקוֹם יְרַחֵם עֲלֵיהֶם

וְיוֹצִיאֵם מִצָּרָה לִרְוָחָה

וּמֵאֲפֵלָה לְאוֹרָה

וּמִשִּׁעְבּוּד לִגְאֻלָּה

הָשָׁתָא בַּעֲגָלָא וּבִזְמַן קָרִיב

[Special thanks to Rabbi Dr. Eddie Reichman, medical historian and Talmudology reader 

who has been researching maternal imprinting for years, and was kind enough to share his 

material.]
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Nedarim 66b ~ False Teeth,

and False, False Teeth

Nedarim 65a ~ Bad Dog. Very

Bad Dog.

From the Talmudology

Archives: Was There a

Chanukah Miracle?

Just in time for Chanukah! The

Eleventh Plague: Jews &

Pandemics from the Bible to

COVID-19

Nedarim 50b ~ Shmuel,

Colonoscopies, and the Pillcam

Nedarim 41~ The Strange

Story of Theriac

Nedarim 41b ~ Fever

Nedarim 39b ~ Visiting the

Sick

November 2022

Nedarim 31b ~ Great is Milah

Nedarim 20b ~ Blushing and

Shame

Nedarim 15a ~ How Long Can

You Go Without Sleep?

Nedarim 8b ~ Heliotherapy

October 2022

What's Love Got To Do With

It?

Ketuvot 111a~Sitting and

Learning. And Hemorrhoids.

And the Golden Vein

Ketuvot 105 ~ Bribery

Ketuvot 103 ~ The Death of

the Editor

Talmudology Redux ~ Sukkot

and Juggling Records

Talmudology Redux ~ Could

the Vilna Gaon Have Stayed

Awake Over Sukkot?

Ketuvot 93a ~ Game Theory

and the Principle of Contested

Sums

Yoma 20b ~ From The

Talmudology Yom Kippur

Archives: Sound Propagation at

Night

September 2022

Ketuvot 86b ~ Who Wants to

Marry More?

Ketuvot 86 ~ 1,000 pages, and

Counting

Ketuvot 83b ~ Cucumbers,

Gourds and the Marshmallow

Test

Ketuvot 75a ~ Halitosis

Ketuvot 71b ~ Abstinence,

Kedushah, and a Spiritual

Marriage

Ketuvot 67b ~ Blushing and

Shaming

Ketuvot 65a ~ Too Drunk To

Say No

Ketuvot 58b ~ Rabbi Meir on

Maximizing Meaning

Ketuvot 60b ~ Everything is

Bad For You

August 2022

Ketuvot 52b ~ Who Pays for

Mom's Bloodletting?

Ketuvot 50a ~ The Economic

Costs of Raising Children

Ketuvot 41 ~ Good Dog. Bad

Dog.

Ketuvot 36 ~ The Aylonit

Syndrome and Turner's

Syndrome

Ketuvot 29 ~ The Terror of

Rape

July 2022

Ketuvot 23b ~ The Cohen

Gene

Ketuvot 15a ~ Talmudic

Probability Theory

Ketuvot 11a ~ Conversion

Ketuvot 10b ~ More than You

Ever Wanted to Know about

the Barrel Test

Ketuvot 10a ~ Virginity

Ketuvot 8b ~ When Some

Plagues End, and Others Begin

Ketuvot 5b ~ Earlobes and

Spandrels

Ketuvot 3b ~ The Law of the

First Night

Yevamot 118b ~ Does

Marriage Make You Happier?

Yevamot 116b~ Of Snake

Bites, Palestinian and Israeli

June 2022

Yevamot 98b ~ On the

Formation of Twins

Yevamot 97a ~ Rava on

Delayed Puberty in Boys

Yevamot 97a~ Plagiarism,

citation, and the lips of the

dead

May 2022

Yevamot Interlude~ Henry

VIII, Yibum, and the Sotheby's

Auction

Yevamot 75a~ Voltaire, Rabbi

Yishmael, and the Man with

One Testicle

Yevamot 72 a ~ Blood Letting

and Permissive Anemia

Yevamot 64b~ Circumcision,

death, and Hemophilia A

Yevamot 64b ~ Urinary Tract

Infections, and the Class That

Went On For Too Long

Israel's Noble History

April 2022

Yevamot 54a ~ Bizarre

Talmudic Scenarios

Looks Like We Made It!

Yevamot 42a~ The Baby Born

After Eight Months, and

Getting Pregnant While

Nursing

Torah for Pesach

New Essay: When Shemitta

and a Pandemic Coincide

March 2022

Yevamot 22a ~ The Mamzer

Yevamot 16a ~ Copernicus is

the Firstborn of Satan

Yevamot 15a ~ The Aylonit &

Turner’s Syndrome

Rabbinic Philosophies and the

Scientific Method

Happy Purim ~ “I am my own

Grandpa”, plus Gender

Fluidity, Male Lactation and

Mordechai

Yevamot 8b ~ Ta’amei

Hamitzvot in the British

Medical Journal: The Deceased

Wife’s Sister Controversy: Part

II

Yevamot 8b ~ Science, Torah,

and The Deceased Wife’s Sister

Controversy: Part I

Happy Pi Day 2022, and

Happy Birthday Albert

Einstein

Yevamot 2 ~ Levirate Marriage

Across Cultures

Chagigah 27a ~ The Fireproof

Salamander

February 2022

Chagigah 16b ~ Wrongful

Executions

Chagigah 13a ~ On the

Origins of the Modern Hebrew

Word "Chashmal"

Chagigah 12b ~ Rabbinic

Cosmology and Rabbinic

Allegory

Talmudology Bonus ~ Plagues

and the Census

Happy Birthday Galileo

Chagigah 4b ~ Pandemic

Theodicy

Chagigah 3b ~ Werewolves,

Lycanthropy, and Mental

Illness

Mo'ed Katan 25b ~ Why is

Death Bad?

Mo'ed Katan 24a ~ Infant

Deaths

January 2022

Mo’ed Katan 16a ~

Excommunication, Baruch

Spinoza and Mordechai Kaplan

Mo’ed Katan 11a ~ Nature

Changes

Megillah 25b ~ Censoring the

Torah

Megillah 23a ~ The

Controversy over Shabbat

Chatan

December 2021

2021 End of the Year

Talmudology Numbers

Just published - A New Essay

on Tuviah HaCohen and his

Ma'aseh Tuviah

Megillah 15 ~ Fear, Mood, and

Menstruation

Megillah 7b ~ There is Always

Room for Dessert

Ta'anit 27 ~ Askera,

Diphtheria and the Jacobi

Medical Center

Ta'anit 24a ~ The Ocular

Manifestations of Disease

Ta'anit 21b ~ Pandemics in

Pigs

Ta'anit 19a ~ On the

Definition of a Pandemic

November 2021

Ta’anit 17b ~ Alcohol

Metabolism

Ta'anit 11 ~ Marital Intimacy

During a Pandemic

Tonight - The Longest Lunar

Eclipse This Century

Ta'anit 2 ~ Rain, and the God

of the Gaps

Rosh Hashanah 34a ~ On the

Uses of Urine

Rosh Hashanah 26a~ How

Does a Cow Grow Her Horn?

Rosh Hashanah 25 ~ The

Length of the Lunar Month

Rosh Hashanah 24b ~ Starry

Images in Synagogues

October 2021

Rosh Hashanah 22a ~ Another

Tuviah the Doctor

Rosh Hashanah 20b ~ When

can the New Moon be Seen?

Rosh Hashanah 6b ~ How

Long is a Year?

Rosh Hashanah 2 ~ A New

Year for Health

Beitzah 32b ~ Lice

September 2021

From the Talmudology

Archives: ~ Gauss, Tosafot, and

Counting the Sukkot Sacrifices

From the Talmudology

Archives: The Vilna Gaon’s

Sleepless Nights over Sukkot

From the Talmudology Yom

Kippur Archives ~ To the

Right. Always to the Right

On the Healing Power of

Honey, and Happy Rosh

Hashanah

Beitzah 2 ~ How a Chicken

Lays Her Eggs

Sukkah 56b ~ Abayye and the

Fundamental Attribution Error

August 2021

Sukkah 56b ~ Cucumbers,

Gourds and the Marshmallow

Test

Sukkah 53 ~ Juggling Records

Sukkah 48b ~ The Uses of

Human Skin

Sukkah 29a ~ The Causes of a

Solar Eclipse - and a Special

Talmudology Event

Sukkah 26b ~ How do Horses

Sleep?

July 2021

Sukkah 8a ~ Rashi’s

Mathematical Errors

Sukkah 7b ~The value of Pi in

the Talmud

Yoma 85a ~ Brain Death

Yoma 85a ~ Talmudic

Embryology

Yoma 83-84 ~ Rabbis and

Rabies

June 2021

Yoma 74a ~ Gambling,

Addiction and the Rabbi who

Lost Everything

Yoma 67b ~ Pork, Catfish and

Archeological Truths

Yoma 65b ~ Counting the

Years

New Essay: The Plague

Wedding

Yoma 55a ~ Yom Kippur,

Counting, and Why the

Chinese Are Good at Math

May 2021

Yoma 44b ~ Gold

Yoma 43a ~ Androgyny and

the Fluidity of Gender

Shavuot Redux~ How Many

Letters are in a Sefer Torah?

Yoma 34b~ Knives and

Quenching

Yoma 30 ~ The Talmud,

Congenital Penile

Malformations, and a Greek

Vase

Yoma 29a ~ Psalm 22 and the

Husband Stitch

You Talked: We Listened.

Copernicus Now in Paperback

April 2021

Yoma 20b ~ Sound

Propagation at Night

Yoma 18b ~ Yom Kippur, The

High Priest and Nocturnal

Pollution

Yoma 15b ~ To the Right.

Always to the Right

Yoma 10a ~ On the Origins of

Nations

Yoma 8a ~ God's Name.

Tattooed.

Yoma 4b ~ Colonic Purging

Shekalim 14 ~ Love of The

Other, The Drowned Duke,

and Two People named

Pinchas

Shekalim 13a-b ~ The Cohen

and his Stomach Problems

March 2021

Shekalim 10b ~ Correcting a

Sefer Torah

The 2021 Talmudology

Passover Reader

Shekalim 7~ Plagiarism,

Citation, and the Lips of the

Dead

Pesachim 116a~ Roasting the

Paschal Lamb and the Maillard

Reaction

Pesachim 113a ~ The Problem

of Polypharmacy

Pesachim 112b ~ The Causes

of Epilepsy

Pesachim 109b ~ The Square

Root of Two and the Danger of

Pairs

Pesachim 108a ~ The Passover

Seder and the Heimlich

Maneuver

Pesachim 105a ~ What is

Askara?

Pesachim 104a ~Gods on

Coins

Announcing an Online

Talmudology Event

February 2021

From the Talmudology Purim

Archives ~ Gender Fluidity,

Male Lactation and Mordechai

Pesachim 96 ~ Blood to

Prevent Plague

Pesachim 94 ~ The Orbit of

the Sun around the Earth

Happy Birthday Galileo

Pesachim 84a ~ Cartilage

Pesachim 75b ~ Burns and

Ritual Impurity

Pesachim 75a ~ Where Does

Lead Come From?

January 2021

Pesachim 68a ~ Resurrection of

the Dead

Pesachim 56a~ The Snake as a

Symbol of Healing

Pesachim 41 ~ The Hot

Springs of Tiberius

December 2020

2020 End of the Year

Talmudology Numbers

Pesachim 35a ~ The Chemistry

of Chametz

Pesachim 31b ~ A Dog's Sense

of Smell

The Great Conjunction of

Saturn and Jupiter

From the Talmudology

Archives: Was There a

Chanukah Miracle?

From the Talmudology

Archives: Rashi and Why

Women Light the Menorah

November 2020

Pesachim 9b ~ Talmudic

Probability Theory

Eruvin 100b ~ Spousal Rape

October 2020

Eruvin 76b ~ Mathematical

Error

Eruvin 64 ~ Wine and

Cognitive Function

Talmudology Redux ~ Could

the Vilna Gaon Have Stayed

Awake Over Sukkot?

Sukkot Redux I ~ Gauss,

Tosafot, and Counting the

Sukkot Sacrifices

Eruvin 56a ~ The Identity of

the Constellation Eglah

September 2020

Talmudology Redux - Readers

Suggest How Rabban Gamliel

Did It…

Eruvin 43b ~ Rabban

Gamliel's Trigonometry

Eruvin 43b ~ Jews and their

Telescopes

August 2020

Eruvin 18a ~ Adam's Tail and

the the Recapitulation of

Phylogeny

Eruvin 14a ~The value of Pi in

the Talmud

Eruvin 7a ~ Trephination

Shabbat 156 ~ Talmudic

Astrology

July 2020

Shabbat 136 ~ The Tumtum,

the Androgyne, and the

Fluidity of Gender

Shabbat 134a ~ The

Imperforate Anus and the

Skills of the Midwife

Shabbat 129a-b ~ Blood

Letting

Shabbat 121b ~ Rabbis and

Rabies

June 2020

Shabbat 109b ~ Curing

Snakebites

Shabbat 108-110 ~ Might

Talmudic Medicines Really

Work?

Shabbat 107b ~ Can the

Leopard Change Its Spots?

May 2020

Shabbat 81 ~ A History of

Toilet Paper

Shabbat 77b ~ On the Healing

Power of Honey

Shabbat 75a ~ Some Jewish

Astronomers

Shabbat 65b ~ Prosthetic

Limbs

Shabbat 63 ~ Jews and Their

Dogs

Shabbat 61 ~ On the Ubiquity

of Amulets

Shabbat 57b ~ "A Well-Fleshed

Woman"

April 2020

Shabbat 53~ Male Lactation,

Gender Fluidity and

Mordechai

Shabbat 50a ~ Cleanliness is

next to Godliness

Shabbat 47a ~ Electricity on

Shabbat

Shabbat 34b ~ Sunrise, Sunset

From the Passover Archives ~

The Chemistry of Chametz

Shabbat 28b ~ Did Adam

Sacrifice a Unicorn?

March 2020

Shabbat 23a ~ Rashi and Why

Women Light the Menorah

Shabbat 21b ~ Was there a

Chanukah Miracle?

Shabbat 13a ~ The Original

Social Distancing:

Menstruation Taboos

Shabbat 12a ~ Killing Lice and

Spontaneous Generation

From The Talmudology

COVID-19 Dept: Social

Distancing in the Rabbinic

Tradition

Shabbat 9b ~ Haircuts

Happy Pi Day 2020, and

Happy Birthday Albert

Einstein

From the Talmudology Purim

Archives ~ Gender Fluidity,

Male Lactation and

Mordechai. And Salt.

Talmudology Bonus: The Most

Common Words in the

Talmud

Berachot 62a ~ Open

Defecation

Berachot 60a ~ Gender

Determination

Berachot 59b ~ Birkat

HaChammah: The Blessing

That Isn't There

Berachot 58 ~ Where, and

What, is Kimah?

February 2020

Berachot 55~ Hemorrhoids.

And Dreams.

Berachot 53 ~ "Bless You" and

Sneezing

Berachot 50a ~ "The Three

Who Ate" - on Yom Kippur

From Talmudology: A Purim

Good-Read

Berachot 43a ~ Musk and

Ambergris

A Long-Forgotten Jewish

Remedy for the Coronavirus

Outbreak

Berachot 40 ~ “Drink Water

and You Will Not be Harmed”

Tu Bishvat ~ The Roots of a

Palm Tree

Berachot 34b ~ Where on

Earth is the Garden of Eden?

Berachot 33a ~ Injuries from

Cows

January 2020

Berachot 29b ~ “Why are

Sunsets Red?” asked the Rabbi

and the Scientist

Berachot 28b ~ How Many

Vertebrae Do We Have?

Berachot 27a ~ The

Prosecution & Punishment of

Animals

Berachot 24a ~ Flatulence

Berachot 22b ~ Urinary

Incontinence

Berachot 20a ~ Rabbi

Yochanan, Maternal

Imprinting, And The Woman

Who Gave Birth To Rabbits

Berachot 10b ~ The Snake as a

Symbol of Healing

Berachot 8a ~ What is Askera

(And Did It Kill Rabbi Meir

Shapiro of Lublin?)

Berachot 5b~ The Infant

Mortality Rate

Berachot 3a ~ Which Text Are

You Using?

Berachot 2 ~ How Many

Words Are In the Babylonian

Talmud?

The Final Page of Talmud: The

Main Dish and the Appetizers

December 2019

2019 End of the Year

Talmudology Numbers

Niddah 61b ~ Saliva as a

Detergent, and the Ig Nobel

Award in Chemistry

From the Talmudology

Chanukah Archives: Rashi and

Why Women Light the

Menorah

Niddah 58b ~ Bed Bugs

Niddah 55b ~ The

Nasolacrimal Duct

Niddah 48a - The Effect of the

Environment on Puberty

Niddah 47a ~ Measuring

Puberty in Girls, Boys, and the

Underprivileged

Niddah 45a ~ The Youngest

Mother in the World

Niddah 41 ~ Surviving a

Cesarean Section

November 2019

Niddah 38a ~ How Long Does

A Pregnancy Last?

Niddah 36 ~ Fever

Niddah 35b ~ The Zov, and

Gonorrhea

Niddah 30-31 ~ Talmudic

Obstetrics

Niddah 32a ~ Neonatal

Menstruation

Niddah 31a ~ When is a

Woman Most Fertile?

Niddah 30b ~ Talmudic

Embryology

Niddah 28a ~ Gender

Determination

Niddah 27a ~ Delayed Interval

Twin Births and the Unlikely

(But Plausible) Survival of

Yehuda and Chizkiyya

Niddah 25b ~ Four Cases of

Torture & Coerced Testimony

Niddah 24a ~ Halachic Reality

and Anatomic Reality: Treif

People and Treif Animals

Niddah 23b ~ Mourning for a

Lost Fetus

Niddah 20a ~ Rabbis,

Pheromones and the Scientific

Method

Niddah 19a ~ The Many

Colors and Properties of Blood

Niddah 18a ~ Talmudic

Probability Theory

Niddah 17a ~ Overnight Eggs

and the Danger of Breast

Cancer

Niddah 17b ~The Chatam

Sofer, Rationalism, and

Anatomy That Isn't There

Niddah 13 ~ Onanism, Self-

Pollution and Potential People

Niddah 9a ~ Fear, Mood, and

Menstruation

October 2019

Niddah 8b ~ A Baby Born

After Eight Months

Niddah 2a ~ The Ethnography

of Menstruation Taboos

Middot 37b ~ The Lineage of

the Cohen

Middot 34a ~ The Temple as a

Model of the Solar System

Tamid 32a ~ How High is the

Sky? (And How to Measure It)

Tamid 27b ~ Open Defecation

September 2019

Keritot 15b ~ Amputation and

Ritual Impurity

August 2019

Keritot 7b ~ Surviving a

Cesarian Section

Keritot 5b ~ Hemorrhoids,

Plague, and the Ark of the

Covenant

Temurah 16a ~ Transient

National Amnesia

July 2019

Temurah 9a ~ Cucumbers,

Gourds and the Marshmallow

Test

Arachin 22a ~ The

Psychological Impact of

Corporal Punishment

Arachin 19a ~ The Mechanical

Engineering of a Pledge

Arachin 15b ~ The

Evolutionary Advantages of

Gossip

June 2019

Arachin 9b ~ The Problem of

the Moving Molad

Arachin 7a ~ Post Mortem

Cesarean Section

Arachin 5a ~ Rabbi Meir on

Maximizing Meaning

Arachin 4b ~ The Tumtum,

the Androgyne, and the

Fluidity of Gender

Bechorot 55a ~ Where Does

Your Blood Come From?

Happy Yom Yerushalayim

From Talmudology

May 2019

Bechorot 45b ~ Syndactyly,

and Talmudology Keeps a

Promise

Bechorot 44 (Part II) ~ Urinary

Tract Infections, Infertility and

Other Dangers of Long

Sermons

Bechorot 44 (Part I). The

Cohen with Eye Problems -

and a Pretty Bad Liver

Bechorot 42b ~ Rabbi Akiva,

Voltaire, and the man with one

testicle

Bechorot 37b ~ Trephination

Bechorot 36a ~ How Often do

People Lie?

Bechorot 24a ~ Can a sheep

suckle a pig?

Bechorot 16a ~ A Flat Earth,

The Eye, and the Sky

April 2019

Bechorot 8a ~ Rashi on

Mermaids

Bechorot 7a ~ Pig x Sheep

From the Passover Archives ~

The Chemistry of Chametz

From the Passover Archives:

How the Sarajevo Haggadah

was Saved. Twice.

Chullin 140b ~ Ornithology,

Emotions, and the Reasons for

the Commandments

Chullin 134b ~ The Right.

Always to the Right

Chullin 127a (Part II)~

Spontaneous Generation

Chullin 127a (Part I) ~ The

Fireproof Salamander

March 2019

Chullin 121b ~ Shechita, Pain

and and Modern Sensibilities

Chullin 113b~ Gender

Fluidity, Male Lactation and

Mordechai

From the Talmudology

Archives: Queen Esther's Fight

or Flight Reaction

Happy Pi Day2019, and

Happy Birthday Albert

Einstein

Chullin 105b ~ The Healing

Effects of Alcohol

Chullin 104b ~ Mordechai,

Plagiarism, and the Lips of the

Dead

February 2019

Chullin 87b ~ Talmudic

Hematology

New Essay: Vaccines, Hysteria

and Rabbinic Responsibility

Chullin 66a ~ Do Swordfish

have Scales (and are they

Kosher)?

January 2019

Chullin 62b ~ How do Pigeons

Drink?

Chullin 57b ~ Ants, Rabbi

Shimon ben Chalafta, and the

Scientific Method

Chullin 60b ~ The Great Tu-

Bishvat Eclipse of 2019

Chullin 47b ~ Red Babies,

Green Babies, and other

Neonatal Colors

Chullin 42a ~ Halachic Reality

and Anatomic Reality: the

Case of the Treif Animal

December 2018

Chullin 22b ~ Yellow Pigeons,

Folk Medicine and Hepatitis

New Book Release: Influenza

Chullin 10a ~ On the Safety of

Drinking Snake Venom

December 4th, Shmuel and the

Pope

November 2018

Chullin 4b~ Circumcision,

Shechita, and Hemophilia A

Menachot 110a ~ Free Will

Mencahot 106a ~ Gauss,

Tosafot, and the Sum of

Consecutive Numbers

Menachot 93a ~ The

Relationship between Hearing

and Intelligence

Menachot 84b ~On the

Content of our Dreams

October 2018

Menachot 70b ~ The

Chemistry of Chametz

Menachot 64b ~ Cursed Be He

Who Raises Swine

September 2018

Menachot 42b ~ How Do You

Make Techelet?

Mencahot 37a ~ Conjoined

Twins

August 2018

Zevachim 113b ~ On the

Identity of the Re'em

Zevachim 112a ~ Caesarean

Section in Cows and Ewes

July 2018

Are You Ready for the Lunar

Eclipse?

Zevachim 85b ~ The Tumtum

and the Androgyne. In Birds.

June 2018

Zevachim 74a ~ Talmudic

Probability Theory II

Zevachim 70b ~ The

Prosecution (& Punishment)

of Animals

Zevachim 62b ~ To the Right.

Always to the Right

Zevachim 54b ~ How High is

Jerusalem?

May 2018

Zevachim 25b ~ Teaching By

Humiliation

Zevachim 22b ~ On the

Physical and Mental Dangers

of Circumcision

April 2018

Horayot 10a ~ Halley's Comet,

or Rabbi Yehoshua's Comet?

March 2018

How the Sarajevo Haggadah

was Saved. Twice.

Avodah Zarah 51a ~ The Neck

of a Grasshopper

February 2018

Queen Esther's Fight or Flight

Reaction

Avodah Zarah 39a ~ Do

Swordfish have Scales?

Avodah Zarah 31b ~ Drinking

Snake Venom

Avodah Zarah 28b ~ Ear

Candling

Avodah Zarah 27a ~

Circumcision and Hemophilia

A

Avodah Zarah 24a ~ Maternal

Imprinting

Avodah Zarah 17b ~ What

Gender is that Bee?

January 2018

Avodah Zarah 12b ~ Vinegar,

Leeches and Rav Huna

Avodah Zarah 10b ~ Gangrene

and Ulcers

Avodah Zarah 8 ~ 2,000 Pages

Done!

Avodah Zarah 3b ~

Heliotherapy

Tractate Avodah Zarah ~

Which Version Do You Use?

December 2017

Shavuot 25a ~ How Long Can

You Go Without Sleep?

Shavout 18b ~ The regularity

of the menstrual cycle

Rashi and Why Women Light

the Menorah

October 2017

Sanhedrin 107a ~ Blushing,

Shame, and Humiliation

Sanhedrin 91 ~ Spontaneous

Generation

Sanhedrin 87a ~ How High is

Jerusalem?

Sanhedrin 78a ~ Where Do

Snakes Store Their Venom?

September 2017

Sanhedrin 69b ~ The Youngest

Mother in the World

Sanhedrin 63b ~ The Fireproof

Salamander

August 2017

Sanhedrin 45 ~ Stoning and

the Height of a Lethal Fall

The Great American Eclipse

July 2017

Sanhedrin 11b ~ The Tekufot

Bava Basra 167a ~ Torture &

coerced testimony

June 2017

Bava Basra 155b ~ Delayed

Puberty in Boys

Bava Basra 142 ~ Maternal

Deaths

May 2017

Bava Basra 126b ~ The

Healing Power of Saliva

Bava Basra 110a ~ Uncles and

Nephews

April 2017

Bava Basra 97b ~ Wine and

Snake Venom

Bava Basra 84a ~ What Color

is the Sun?

Bava Basra 74a ~ Where

Heaven and Earth Touch

February 2017

Bava Basra 27b ~ The Roots of

a Palm Tree

Bava Basra 25b ~ The Sun's

Orbit Around the Earth

Bava Basra 24a ~The Chatam

Sofer, Rationalism, and

Anatomy That Isn't There

Bava Basra 20a ~ A Baby Born

After Eight Months

Bava Basra 16b ~ Here Comes

the Sun

Bava Basra 12b ~ Prophecy and

Mental Illness

January 2017

Bava Basra 3b ~ How to

Mellify a Corpse

Bava Metzia 106b - Kimah, the

Pleiades, and the Planting

Season in Iraq

December 2016

Bava Metzia 85b ~ Rebbi's

Ailments

November 2016

Bava Metzia 52b ~ The Not So

Dead Sea

Bava Metzia 36b ~ Marshes,

Miasmas and Bad Air

October 2016

Bava Metzia 30b ~ Visiting the

Sick

Bava Metzia 24a ~ Torture

September 2016

Bava Metzia 2a ~ Garments,

Game Theory and the

Principal of Contested Sums

Bava Kamma 115b ~ Drinking

Snake Venom

Bava Kamma 105b ~ Teaching

By Humiliation

August 2016

Bava Kamma 90a ~ The

Prosecution & Punishment of

Animals

Bava Kamma 85a ~ Is Honey

Bad For You?

Bava Kamma 82a ~ Is Garlic

Good for You?

Bava Kamma 77b ~ Pig x

Sheep

July 2016

Bava Kamma 60b ~

Quarantine and Social

Isolation

Bava Kamma 55a ~ Does a

Goose have a Scrotum?

Bava Kamma 50 ~ Ten

Tefachim to Death

Bava Kamma 46a ~ Injuries

from Cows

Bava Kamma 39a ~ Injuries

from Bullfighting
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Bava Kamma 24b ~ Dogs,
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Donkeys and Broken Glasses

Bava Kamma 15b ~ Where the

Wild Things Are

May 2016

Kiddushin 82a ~ The Best

Doctors Go to Hell

Kiddushin 69a ~ Nationality,

Class and Caste

Israel's Noble History

April 2016

Kiddushin 30a ~ How Many

Letters are in a Sefer Torah?

Kiddushin 29a ~ Swimming

and Drowning

Kiddushin 25b ~ Can

Elephants Jump?

Kiddushin 25a ~ Polydactyly

March 2016

Kiddushin 16b ~ Measuring

Puberty

Kiddushin 7a ~ Does Marriage

Make You Happier?

Happy Pi Day 2016, and

Happy Birthday Albert

Einstein

The Changing Institution of

Marriage

Gittin 89a ~ Breastfeeding in

Public

February 2016

Gittin 67b~ Might Talmudic

Medicines Really Work?

Gittin 60a ~ Queen Helena

and Her Gift to the Temple

Gittin 52a ~Why Do We

Dream?

January 2016

Gittin 49b ~ Who Wants to

Marry More?

Gittin 39a ~ Rabbi Meir on

Maximizing Meaning

Gittin 30b ~ Longevity II:
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Long Do We Live?
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December 2015

Gittin 2a ~ A Very Determined

Envoy

Gittin ~ On Divorce, Then

and Now

Sotah 45b ~ Talmudic

Embryology

Rashi and Why Women Light

the Menorah

Sotah 40a ~ Gratitude is Good

for You

November 2015

Sotah 31a ~ What Can a Fetus

See?

Sotah 20b ~ Queen Esther,

Mood, and Menstruation

Sotah 14b ~ Visiting the Sick

Sotah 13a ~ Metal Coffins and

Green Burials

Sotah 8b ~ Sironechi and

Strangulation

October 2015

Sotah 2~ Infidelity. Who

Should be Suspecting Whom?

Nazir 65b ~ The Zov, and

Gonorrhea

September 2015

Nazir 39a ~ Lice

The Lunar Eclipse You Can

See From Your Sukkah

Nazir 28b ~ The Not So Dead

Sea

Nazir 23a ~ Lot and Father-

Daughter Incest

Nazir 19 ~ The Convert

Queen

August 2015

Nazir 4b ~ A Real Nazir

Nedarim 80~ Rabbi Yossi on

Bathing and Laundry

July 2015

Nedarim 66b ~ False Teeth,

and False, False Teeth

Nedarim 65a ~ Bad Dog. Very

Bad Dog.

Nedarim 50b ~ Shmuel,

Colonoscopies, and the Pillcam

Nedarim 39b ~ Visiting the

Sick

June 2015

Nedarim 31b ~ Great is Milah

Nedarim 20b ~ Shame

Nedarim 15a ~ How Long Can

You Go Without Sleep?

Nedarim 8b ~ Heliotherapy

May 2015

What's Love Got To Do With

It?

Ketuvot 105 ~ Bribery

Ketuvot 103 ~ The Death of

the Editor

April 2015

Ketuvot 86b ~ Who Wants to

Marry More?

Ketuvot 86 ~ 1,000 pages, and

Counting

Ketuvot 83b ~ Cucumbers,

Gourds and the Marshmallow

Test

Israel's Noble History

Ketuvot 75a ~ Halitosis

Ketuvot 71b ~ Abstinence,

Kedushah, and a Spiritual

Marriage

Ketuvot 67b ~ Blushing and

Shaming

Ketuvot 65a ~ Too Drunk To

Say No

Ketuvot 60b ~ Everything is

Bad For You

Ketuvot 58b ~ Rabbi Meir on

Maximizing Meaning

March 2015

Ketuvot 52b ~ Blood Letting

Ketuvot 50a ~ The Economic

Costs of Raising Children

The Solar Eclipse

Ketuvot 41 ~ Good Dog. Bad

Dog.

Happy Pi Day, Happy

Birthday Albert Einstein

Ketuvot 36 ~ The Aylonit

Syndrome and Turner's

Syndrome

Ketuvot 29 ~ The Terror of

Rape

February 2015

Ketuvot 23b ~ The Cohen

Gene

Ketuvot 15a ~ Talmudic

Probability Theory

Ketuvot 11a ~ Conversion

Ketuvot 10a ~ Virginity

Ketuvot 8b ~ When Some

Plagues End, and Others Begin

Ketuvot 5b ~ Earlobes and

Spandrels

Ketuvot 3b ~ The Law of the

First Night

January 2015

Yevamot 118b ~ Does

Marriage Make You Happier?

Yevamot 116b~ Of Snakebites,

Palestinian and Israeli

Rabbinic Philosophies and the

Scientific Method

Ta’amei Hamitzvot in the

British Medical Journal: The

Deceased Wife’s Sister

Controversy: Part II

Science, Torah, and The

Deceased Wife’s Sister

Controversy: Part I

Yevamot 97a ~ Rava on

Delayed Puberty in Boys

Yevamot 98b ~ On Twins, and

the Sperm that Splits in Two

Yevamot 97a~ Plagiarism,

citation, and the lips of the

dead

Yevamot Interlude~ Henry

VIII, Yibum, and the Sotheby's

Auction

December 2014

Yevamot 80a~ The Premature

Child is like a Stone

Chanukah Interlude

Yevamot 75a~ Voltaire, Rabbi

Yishmael, and the man with

one testicle

He's not Rav Ashi*, He's Rav

Levin

Yevamot 72a~ Blood letting

and permissive anemia

Yevamot 64b ~ Urinary Tract

Infections, and the Class That

Went On For Too Long

Yevamot 64b~ Circumcision,

death, and Hemophilia A

November 2014

Yevamot 42b~ The dangers of

pregnancy while nursing

Yevamot 42a~...an eight

month fetus cannot survive

Felix, qui potuit rerum cognoscere causas…
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