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Ketubot 45a-b: The Defamer is
Flogged

20/08/2022 - 23rd of Av,
5782

type of malkot do not have
the same restrictions as
those mandated by the
Torah. They are not given in
sets of three, they are not
necessarily carried out with a
double strap, and there is no
requirement for constant
medical supervision of the
situation. Makat mardut mi-
derabbanan are given without
a specific limit. While the
Arukh claims that the
individual receiving them was
often beaten to death, the
Ramah teaches that they
were always a third of the
lashes mandated by the

ketubot45 2

https://korenpub.com/products/talmud-bavli-noe-large-size-color-complete-sethardcoverlarge
https://www.steinsaltz-center.org/home/doc.aspx?mCatID=68446


Torah.

According to the Ritva, there
were different types of makat
mardut mi-derabbanan. In
cases where a person
committed a one time
forbidden act, they were
limited, although they could
be more than the biblically
mandated ones. In cases
where a person repeatedly
committed a crime, they
might be given with no limit
whatsoever.


(https://www.steinsaltz-
center.org/vault/DafYomi/ketubot/ketubot_45.pdf)
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The Mishna on our daf
teaches that while a young
woman lives in her father's
house he has rights and
responsibilities with regard to
her, most of which are
passed on to her husband
when she marries. Among
the father's rights we find:


He can marry her off,

Money that she earns
or finds will belong to
him,
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Upon hearing that she
has made a vow, he
can cancel it,

He can receive divorce
papers on her behalf.

Once she marries, her
husband will have the right to
derive benefit from property
that she owns (which the
father cannot do). The
husband is obligated to feed
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center.org/vault/DafYomi/ketubot/ketubot_46.pdf)
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We have learned on the
previous daf that a father has
rights and responsibilities
towards his daughter, and a
husband has similar rights
and responsibilities towards
his wife. On our daf we learn
that although many of these
rights belong to the father
based on interpretations of
biblical passages by the
Sages, in the relationship
between husband and wife,
many of the rights and
responsibilities are related to
each other. Thus, the wife's
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earnings belong to her
husband in exchange for his
feeding her (mezonot), he
must redeem her from
captivity in exchange for the
rights that he receives to
derive benefit from her
property (peirot), and he is
obligated to ensure a proper
burial in exchange for the
dowry that she brings into the
household (ketuba).

Once we understand this
relationship, the logical

(https://www.steinsaltz-
center.org/vault/DafYomi/ketubot/ketubot_47.pdf)
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While a wife's obligations to
her husband are largely of
rabbinic origin, the Torah
commands a man to clothe
and support his wife. The
pasuk commands: "She'era,
kesuta ve-onata lo yigra – a
husband may not withhold
basic family needs from his
wife," (Shemot 21:9-10
(http://www.mechon-
mamre.org/p/pt/pt0221.h

The precise definitions of
these terms are discussed in
our Gemara. Rabbi Eliezer
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ben Ya’akov, for example, is
quoted as interpreting she'era
kesuta as a single term that
means that appropriate
clothing must be made
available to her, so that new,
warm clothing should not be
given in the summer, nor
cool, well-worn clothing in the
winter. Similarly, a young
woman should not be given
clothing appropriate for an
old woman, nor should an
elderly woman receive a

(https://www.steinsaltz-
center.org/vault/DafYomi/ketubot/ketubot_48.pdf)
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Must a father support his
children?

Strange as this may sound,
the Sages of the Mishna
seem to be in agreement that
there is no obligation for a
father to support his children,
although it is certainly a
mitzva for him to do so. This
agreement notwithstanding,
our Gemara quotes Rabbi Ilai
who quotes Reish Lakish in
the name of Rabbi Yehuda
bar Hanina as teaching that a
Rabbinic ordinance was
established in Usha that

ketubot49 14

https://korenpub.com/products/talmud-bavli-noe-large-size-color-complete-sethardcoverlarge
https://www.steinsaltz-center.org/home/doc.aspx?mCatID=68446


obligates a father to support
his children while they are
minors. The Gemara goes on
to relate a number of stories
of Sages who employed
various methods of public
embarrassment to force
reluctant parents to support
their children.

When Rav Hisda was faced
with such a situation, he
forced the father to stand up
publicly and announce "even
a raven desires children and

(https://www.steinsaltz-
center.org/vault/DafYomi/ketubot/ketubot_49.pdf)
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