It Once Happened on Purim...

THERE 15 a story of 2 man named Eddie Jacob-

son that reminds us of the role Esther played in
the Purim story. Eddie was mmﬂjnu}'JEW|ﬂI
guy from the Lower Eagt Side of New York.
When Eddie was a child, his parents moved

to Kansas City and there he met a boy named
Harry. Soon they became dose school friends,
did military service together during the First
Warld 'l"l.?n.r.. and decsded that swhen the war
was over, they would go into business together.
They set up a clothing store in Kangas City, but
the business was not a great success and soon
they drifted apart. Eddie Jacobson went on to
become a travelling salesnan, selling clothes.
His friend, Harry 5. Truman, took a slightly
different route and landed up as President of
the United States.

Ediie fucolsos {Teft}, with his fricnd,
farmer President Haery & Trsosn

In 194748, the Jews of the world needed the
support af the United States of Armerica for the
state of lsrael to be procluimed and recognised.
The State Depu:l.mml: wilk againdt it and ad-
vised the Pregident not to support the creation
of the State of lsrael. Jews and Jewish organiza-
tions tried their utmost to see the President in

the White House, and every single attempt was
mfu*d_ E‘En l}!! hﬂl’lﬂr rlJ.l"lJ'IE zims: move-

ment, Chaim Weizmann, the man who would
become the first President of the State of Lsrael,
was refused a meeting.

As time becarmne desperate, somebody remem-
bered that Hu.l'l.'!.' 5. Truman had a childhood
friend called Eddie Jacobson. So they reached

out bo Eddie and asked il he could get the Pres-
sdent of the United States to meet with Chaim
Weszmann. So Eddie phoned up President
Truman and said he had to come and see him.
Truman'’s oficials tried to block the meeting,
but Truman said “This is my old friend, Eddie,
from school, Eddie, from the Army, Eddie,
from our shop together! How can | not see this

man:s

When Eddie arrived at the White House,
Truman said "Eddie, you can talk to me about
anything, except lerael” "Okay”, zaid Eddie
and he stood in the Oval Office, in front of the
President of the United States, and began to cry
“Eddie, why are you crying?” asked the Pres:-
dent. Eddie pointed to a marble statue in the
room and asked, “Whao is that, Harry?™ “That'’s
my hero, Rn.dn:w]ukhm', Truman mpli.eﬂ.
“You really sdmire this man?” asked Eddie
“Yee” “And he had an mfuence over you?”
“Yes” gaid Truman. Then, said Eddse, °1 have a
hero. His name is Chaim Weizmann. Harry, for
miy sake, please meet this man” Hasry looked
at Eddie and he knew that he couldn’t <y ne
to his obd friend. That is how Chaim Weiz-
man got bo see President Harey 5. Truman,
and that is how America voted in favour of the
creation of the State of srael. |f|!|'|.|=:|r had naot
voted, lerael would not have been brought into
being. What's more, Harry 5. Truman made the
United States the first country in the waorld to
recognise the State when David Ben Gurion
paunmml.'m! .

Towards the end of the fourth chapter of Megil-
Lat Esther, we find Esther I='||i.|1.g her uncle, Mor-
dechai, about all the problems there might be in
mterceding with King Achashverosh reganding
the fate u.l"l.]':u]ewial'l. peup]u. Muordechai listens
and then responds to her with the famous
wunh_, Tt habiceresh facherésha, ha'el fazof revack
vhatzlal yaumeod Liyehudion mimakom acher, "1F
you are silent and you do nothing at this time
somebody elie will save the Jewish people”

L'mi yodeia i let kazot, iga af lamalchue? “But
who knows, was it not for just this moment

that you became a Chueen, with aceess to King
Achashverosh in the royal palace?” Just like
Eddie Jacobson and Esther HaMalkah, Hachem
is calling on exch of us, saying there is a reason
why we are here, because He has something for
s o da, :m!hlng that r_'ml}' we can de
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Points to
Ponder

What did Esther
and Eddie have in

common?

Do you think they

should be celebrat-
ed for their roles or
were they just carry-
ing out God's plan?

Do you have a

sense of what your
calling is? How will
you know it when you
s it?
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